
                                                                     

                                         Key Stage One Reading Curriculum 

 

Context 
 
Early Years and Key Stage One reading is the bedrock on which all further learning is built. 
Phonic lessons are taught through Little Wandle. With Children assessed to match their 
correct phase level.  In Year 1 There are Phonics lessons every day for 20-30 minutes. 
Monday to Thursday new sounds are introduced. Friday is review day. Reading lessons are 
three times a week for 20-30 minutes.  
 
The expectation will be that by Year 2, children will be past Phase 5. In Year 2 We have 
Guided Reading. This is where each table of children will have a different activity. For 
example, one table could be reading with a teacher, another practising their phonics with an 
additional adult, one could be having comprehension and one table could be doing a 
different reading activity. (We have a bank of these in our shared on-line resources). These 
will be at least 30 minutes long. The levels will correspond to their reading ability, using the 
Big Cat Colour-coded as a guide. 
 

 

 

                                               Year 1 Reading Curriculum  

A Good Year 1 Reader 
 
In Year 1, children should build on work from the Early Years Foundation Stage, making sure that 
they can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic 
knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. Hey should continue to learn new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and revise and consolidate those learnt earlier. The 
understanding that the letter(s) on the page represent the sounds in spoken words should underpin 
pupils’ reading and spelling of all words. This includes common words containing unusual GPCs. The 
term ‘common exception words’ is used throughout the programmes of study for such words. 
Alongside this knowledge of GPCs, children would have further developed the skill of blending the 
sounds into words for reading and establish the habit of applying this skill whenever they encounter 
new words.  
 
A good Year 1 reader will be able to share and discuss a wide range of high quality books to develop 
a love of reading and broaden their vocabulary. In discussing these, their oracy level will have 
increased. Pupils should be able to read words without overt sounding and blending after a few 



encounters.  
 

National Curriculum Coverage 

 



 

 

Little Wandle Phonic Overview 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 



                                          Year 2 Reading Curriculum  

 

A Good Year 2 Reader 
 
In year 2, pupils should be able to read all common graphemes. They should be able to read 
unfamiliar words containing these graphemes, accurately and without undue hesitation, by sounding 
them out in books that are matched closely to each pupil’s level of word reading knowledge. They 
should also be able to read many common words containing GPCs taught so far [for example, shout, 
hand, stop, or dream], without needing to blend the sounds out loud first. Pupils’ reading of 
common exception words [for example, you, could, many, or people], should be secure. Pupils will 
increase their fluency by being able to read these words easily and automatically. Finally, pupils 
should be able to retell some familiar stories that have been read to and discussed with them or that 
they have acted out during year 1. Children will be refining their accurate and speedy word reading 
skills. A good Year 2 reader will be able to discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays and 
information books; this should include whole books. They will be able to answer question on the 
text, and be building their reading comprehension skills.  

 

 

National Curriculum Coverage 

 



         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Children will be given books which progress their learning, in a sequence, following 
along the lines of the Big Cat Colour-Coded books. 

 

 


