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Hello from Mrs Neli the Inclusion 

lead. 

 

 

SEND updates at St. Mary’s 

this term 

 Individual Education Plans – your 

child should have received their 

IEP with the targets they are 

working towards and how they 

will reach them.  

 PIVATS Assessment – some 

children in the school are now 

using a new tool called PIVATS to 

assess their progress and identify 

their new targets. You can find 

out more info on page 9 of this 

newsletter! 

 A big thank you to all of the 

parents who were able to attend 

the Trailblazer coffee morning 

with Alice from Trailblazers. 

Please see the dates for the 

workshops coming up after the 

half term.  

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Priory Catholic Schools 

Half-termly SEND Newsletter 

Key Dates 
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At St. Mary’s, we have a Play Therapist and Learning Mentor, who 

work as part of our wellbeing team to promote and support 

wellbeing across our school. 

                                         Phil                                   Gloria  

                     

Our Learning Mentor, Phil, supports children with friendships, 

enables them to develop coping strategies, increase motivation, 

and re-engage in learning. He may also help students build positive 

behaviours and promote their aspirations. 

Our Play Therapist, Gloria, uses play to help children to cope with 

difficult situations and experiences. Gloria’s therapy sessions are for 

both individuals or groups, using toys, creative arts, and storytelling. 

In addition to this, she also works with parents, carers, and other 

professionals. This targeted support helps children learn to 

understand their emotions and develop coping strategies. Gloria 

also runs our Mother and Toddler group every Friday morning from 

9 - 10. 30am. 

If you would like to join the group, please come along on Fridays 

during term time.  
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                                            SEND Spotlight 
 
 
 
 
In line with the SEN Code of Practice, schools are required to provide a graduated response to 
additional needs. These are described as follows: 
 
1. Assess 
The class teacher, working with the SENCo, discusses the child's needs and creates a baseline 
assessment by which progress will be measured.  Assessment can be formative (teacher 
observation of learning) or summative (a one off test or assignment).  Any concerns raised by 
parents are also acted upon. The assessment should be reviewed regularly, with specific dates set 
for the next review. 
 
2. Plan 
A plan of additional support is drawn up for a pupil.  This is the ‘assess, plan, do, review’ record, 
using the framework of the graduated approach.  It includes the parents’ views and child’s voice. 
School and parents agree what progress they hope will be made (outcomes), and by what date. 
These are recorded on the document as SMART targets (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic 
and time bound). Parents are given a copy of the document. 
 
3. Do 
This is the SEND provision that the child will receive to meet their needs. It details the extra 
support, intervention programmes and approaches that will be implemented, by who and when, 
under the supervision of the class teacher.  Provision is evidence-based which means it is known to 
be effective. 
 
4. Review 
The graduated approach is a live document, and this section will be completed over the timed 
period of the graduated approach cycle. It includes teacher observation and any summative 
assessment that evidences the progress made towards meeting outcomes set in the plan. 
 
 
The SEND Code of Practice (2015) is not specific about the frequency of reviews; 
teachers meet with parents three times per year so that parents can be fully involved. 
 
Your child’s IEP will link to the graduated approach. 
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The graduated approach 

Type  description 
Monitoring  
 
 

Pupils who may be at risk of not making adequate 
progress, or if there is a suspected need that we 
may need to explore further, and monitor through 
an IEP.  

AEN 
 
Additional Educational 
needs 
 
 

Pupils who require some additional support - with 
a mix of universal and targeted responses (see 
below), or a pupil with a diagnosis that does not 
require specialist support.  

SEND support 
 
 
 
 

Pupils who require a significant level of support in 
order to make progress—with a mix of targeted 
and specialist responses. 

 
EHCP 
Education, Health and Care 
Plan. 
 

Pupils, who through agreement of parent/ 
carer, leadership team and external agencies 
(including specialists) are referred for Statutory 
Assessment with a view to acquiring an EHCP. An 
EHCP outlines statutory action required from 
schools and allows access to specialist provision up 
to when the child is 25 years old. 
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 What are the different types of support available to my child? 
 
Quality first teaching by class teacher (universal support):  
 
• That the teacher has the highest possible expectations 
• That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can 
understand 
• Different ways of teaching (for example, practical activities and visual supports) are in place 
so that your child is fully involved in in class 
• Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCO or outside agencies) are in 
place to support children to learn 
• Formally assessing your child’s progress three times throughout the year. Targets are set for 
your child to ensure that gaps in their understanding and learning are addressed. 
 
Targeted interventions (targeted support) 
 
• These may be run in the classroom or in sessions outside of whole class learning 
• They may be delivered by a teacher or Teaching Assistant (TA), who has had specific 
training to run these groups 
• We have a Pastoral Leader and a Play Therapist, who work across the school to support 
children with behavioural or emotional needs 
• Children will engage in group or individual sessions with specific targets to help them to make 
progress 
• All interventions are planned under the guidance of the SENDCO and class teachers 
• All interventions are monitored and reviewed termly by the SENDCO and class teachers. 
 
Specialist groups run by outside agencies e.g. Speech and Language therapy, Educational 
Psychology, Occupational therapy (targeted support) 
 
This may be from Local Authority central services such as: 
• Haringey Hearing Impairment Team 
• Speech and Language Therapy service (SALT) (NHS service) 
• Haringey Educational Psychology service (EP) 
• Occupational therapy (OT) 
• School nurse 
• Haringey Language and Autism Team (LAST) 
• Haringey Learning Partnership 
 
Specified Individual support (specialist support) 
 
This is provided for children with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP). EHC plans are given 
to children who need additional support above and beyond the support outlined in the above 
categories. This support is available for children whose learning needs are severe, complex and 
lifelong. 
 
Children will continue to receive: 
i. Quality First Teaching 
ii. Targeted Interventions 
iii. Support from outside agencies such as SALT, EP, OT 
 
In addition to this: 
• Children with a diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) may receive support from the 
Haringey Language and Autism Team (LAST) 
• The EHC Plan will outline the number of hours of individual or small group support your child 
will receive from a specialist teaching assistant and how the support should be used. 
• An individualised curriculum where appropriate. 
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Learning Makaton signs 

Our support staff are trained in Makaton, a way of 

communicating through actions. We shall focus on four each 

half-term for you to learn at home. 

https://makaton.org/  

www.singinghands.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Mary’s, we use the Zones of regulation to help our children to 

recognise and deal with their emotions. https://zonesofregulation.com/  

https://makaton.org/
http://www.singinghands.co.uk/
https://zonesofregulation.com/
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The different areas of neurodiversity 

 

At St. Mary’s, we work with a variety of professionals 

 The LAST team – Language and autism support team 

 The EP service – educational psychologist 

 The hearing impairment team 

 Trailblazers – part of CAMHs, Children and Adolescent mental 

health service  

 Early help 

 The OT service – occupational health service 

 The nursing team 
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 Speech and language service  

 

 

 

More information about PIVATS 
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Autism Education Trust 

 

This half term, all the staff at St. Mary’s Priory have had training from the Autism 

Education Trust to learn about how we can best support Autistic children at school.  

We learned about:  

 Understanding Autism 

 Building Positive Relationships 

 Understanding the individual 

 Learning and Development  

 Enabling Environments 

 

If you would like to find out more about this training, you can go to the Autism 

Education Trust website. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/
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Inspiring People with SEND 

Neurodiversity is something that is always celebrated at St. Mary’s Priory. Did you 

know that all these inspiring people are neurodiverse? The sky is the limit!  
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Please see this helpful link to support Autistic children during the half 

term holiday. Many of the ideas and advice will support other 

neurodivergent children.  

https://positivespecialneedsparenting.com/how-to-survive-school-

holidays-as-an-autism-parent/ 

 

 

 

Please check out Haringey’s local offer page for SEND-related events 

and information 

https://www.haringey.gov.uk/children-and-families/local-

offer/support/leisure-activities 

 

 

 

Also, visit SEND Power, A forum for parents and carers of 

children/young people with Special Educational Needs and/or 

Disabilities (SEND) 

https://www.sendpowerinharingey.org/ 

 

On behalf of every at St. Mary’s Priory, have a lovely half term break. 

 

https://positivespecialneedsparenting.com/how-to-survive-school-holidays-as-an-autism-parent/
https://positivespecialneedsparenting.com/how-to-survive-school-holidays-as-an-autism-parent/
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/children-and-families/local-offer/support/leisure-activities
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/children-and-families/local-offer/support/leisure-activities
https://www.sendpowerinharingey.org/

